
 
 

MY OBJECTIVE AS A FORENSIC 
LINGUIST IS TO IMPROVE THE 
DELIVERY OF JUSTICE THROUGH 
THE ANALYSIS OF LANGUAGE.  
 
I achieve this through research 
across the discipline of forensic 
linguistics, with particular specialism 
in forensic authorship analysis. 
 
I achieve this through investigative 
linguistic casework and providing 
evidence to the courts.  
 
I achieve this through my leadership 
of the Aston Institute for Forensic 
Linguistics, the biggest dedicated 
group of forensic linguists anywhere 
in the world. 
 
 

 
MY OBJECTIVE AS RESEARCH 
LEADER IS TO IMPROVE THE 
QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF 
OTHERS RESEARCH BY 
CREATING OPPORTUNITIES AND 
REMOVING OBSTACLES.  
 
I achieve this through initiating and 
delivering collaborative work with 
early-, mid- and advanced- career 
researchers. 
 
I achieve this by shaping the 
research spaces within which I work, 
building on difference and diversity 
as strength. 
 
I achieve this by influencing and 
creating ambitious and realistic 
research strategies, and by 
delivering on the resulting 
objectives. 
 
 
 

CONTACT 

• t.d.grant@aston.ac.uk 

• 07736 328731 

 Professor Tim Grant  
PROFESSOR OF FORENSIC LINGUISTICS 
 
I am an experienced academic, skilled in teaching, productive in 
impactful research, and engaged in a range of leadership roles. 
 
I am also globally recognised as a leading practitioner forensic 
linguist, and I have assisted in nationally and internationally 
significant investigations and provided expert evidence in civil and 
criminal courts on many occasions.  

 
 

LEADERSHIP 

DIRECTOR, ASTON INSTITUTE FOR FORENSIC LINGUISTICS  
and its predecessor the Centre for Forensic Linguistics (2013-
present). I helped established the Centre for Forensic Linguistics at 
Aston in 2008 and under my leadership we have grown to be a 
University Research Institute and established ourselves as the 
leading international research group for the discipline. 

For the School of Languages and Social Sciences I was Associate 
Dean Partnerships and Community Relations (2013 – 2015) and 
Director of Research Impact (2015 – 2021) 
  

 

RESEARCH  
I have written five books and more than 80 articles, chapters, and 
reports, including 30 outputs that have been cited more than 30 
times each.  I have supervised 12 PhDs to completion as main 
supervisor. 
 
My career research grant income as PI is in greater than £11M. 
 
I have written Impact Case Studies for REF2014 and REF2021 which 
were both institutionally judged to be four-star, after REF results 
were published. 
  

 

TEACHING  
I have wide teaching experience in forensic linguistics and 
linguistics more generally, in forensic psychology, and in 
quantitative and qualitative research methods.   I have developed 
and led several programmes (both on campus and distance 
learning). This includes developing and running the first masters 
level programmes in forensic linguistics at Aston University.  



 
EDUCATION 
PhD 
Awarded 2005 
Authorship attribution in a forensic context 

University of Birmingham 
English Department 

M.Sc. in Cognitive Science 
1991 – 1992 
Including dissertation: Evaluation of the CUSUM 
method for the attribution of authorship. 

University of Birmingham, 
Psychology Department 

B.A. (Hon.) in Philosophy with Psychology and 
Computer Science 
1988 – 1991 
Including dissertation: The Turing non-computability 
of language. 

University of Birmingham, 
Philosophy Department. 

  

 
EMPLOYMENT 
Professor of Forensic Linguistics 
Aston University, Birmingham, 
2014 – present 
 
Aston 50th Anniversary Chair from 2016 
 
Senior Lecturer in Forensic Linguistics  
2007-2014 

Director, Aston Institute for Forensic Linguistics  
2019- present 
 
Director, Centre for Forensic Linguistics  
2013 - 2019  
 
Director of Research Impact, School of 
Languages and Social Sciences 2017 – 2021 
 
Associate Dean Partnerships and Community 
Relations, School of Languages and Social 
Sciences 2013 – 2015  
 
Head of Department of English 2011 – 2013  
 
Deputy Director, Centre for Forensic Linguistics 
2008 - 2013 
 
Programme Leader – MA/MSc Forensic Linguistics 
2008 – 2011 

 
Lecturer in Forensic Psychology 
Forensic Section, School of Psychology, 
University of Leicester.  
2001 – 2007 

 
Programme leader – MSc Applied Forensic 
Psychology 
 
Acting Head of Forensic Psychology, 2003-2005 
 

 
Lecturer in Human Communication  
De Montfort University, Leicester 
1997-2001 

Department of Communication Studies,  
 

  



RECOGNITION, AWARDS AND EXTERNAL POSITIONS  
I regularly deliver invited talks and keynote plenary addresses to a variety of academic audiences 
including the International Association of Forensic and Legal Linguistics, the British Association of Applied 
Linguistics, and the Association of Psychology and Law; and to professional audiences such as the 
Forensic Science Society, the Magistrates Association, and the Five-Eyes Security and Intelligence 
Research Association.  
 
I have worked on a number of confidential government committees and enquiries.   
 
I am a reviewer for the ESRC and other funders and for a range of international journals and publishers 
across disciplines. 
 
Fellow of the Academy of Social Science 
Since 2021 
 

 

Lead editor Cambridge Elements in Forensic 
Linguistics  
Since 2020 

I was approached by CUP to develop this short-
monograph series and recruited co-editor Dr 
Tammy Gales (Hofstra University, New York).   
 
There are currently six published Elements in the 
series with an active pipeline of many more to 
come. 
 

Director’s Commendation from the National Crime 
Agency  
Received in 2019 
 

I was awarded this Commendation for my work 
on the investigation that led to the arrest of 
Matthew Falder, who was later found guilty of 237 
offences against vulnerable adults and children. 
 

Fellow of the Higher Education Academy 
Since 2018 

 

Aston University 50th Anniversary Medal  
Received in 2016 

This was one of just 10 such medals awarded and 
was for my contributions to my discipline and the 
reputation of the University.  

President, International Association of Forensic 
Linguists  
2015 – 2017  
 

 
 
Previously I was also Treasurer and Vice President.  

NCA, Expert Advisor  
Since 2015  
 

 

Treasurer, International Investigative Interviewing 
Research Group  
2008 – 2014  
 

 
 
Also scientific committee member  

Joseph Lister Prize in the Social Sciences awarded by 
the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science. 
Received in 2008 

With this prize I delivered the award lecture  
Txt Crimes, Sex Crimes and Murder - The 
Developing Science of Forensic Linguistics.  

  



 
RESEARCH GRANT AWARDS 
Since 2008, I have been Principal Investigator on projects worth more than £11M of external research 
grant income.  These include a Research England E3 grant of £5.4M, a $1.3M IARPA grant, two ESRC 
grants, an EU Marie Curie Fellowship, and many directly funded government research contracts.   
Year Value Funder Project  

2023 £155,000  UK Government AIA2 – Appraisal for Intelligence Analysis Project 2 

2023 £150,000  UK Government HoP4 – Hierarchies of Power Project 4 

2023 £543,450  Research England E3 Sustainability Bridging Grant 

2022 £37,334  UK Government AIA1 – Appraisal for Intelligence Analysis Pilot 

2022 £159,711  UK Government HoP3 -– Hierarchies of Power Project 3 

2022 £214,020  UK Government NLID10 - Native Language Influence Detection Project 10 

2022 ~£1,000,000  IARPA HIATUS Programme AUTHOR Team $11.3M, $1.23M to Aston 

2021 £185,000  UK Government HoP2 & 2a – Hierarchies of Power Projects 2 & 2a 

2021 £222,696  UK Government NLID9 - Native Language Influence Detection Project 9 

2021 £43,000  UK Government HoP1 – Hierarchies of Power Project 1 

2021 £50,000  UK Government NLID8 - Native Language Influence Detection Project 8 

2020 £210,000  UK Government PPP – Power, Persuasion, Persuadability 

2020 £567,820  Home Office Fisher / Spies 

2019 £5,434,597  Research England E3 – Expanding Excellence in England 

2019 £130,000  UK Government NLID7 – Native Language Influence Detection Project 7 

2018 £30,000  UK Government NLID6+ – Native Language Influence Detection Project 6+ 

2018 £30,000  UK Government AIO 2 – Assuming Identities Online Project 2 

2016 £13,520  DHCSTC Counter measures to authorship analysis literature review. 

2016 £125,000  UK Government Understanding Viral Messaging 1-3 

2015 £1,000,000  UK Government NLID6 – Native Language Influence Detection Project 6 

2015 £27,345  UK Government NLID5 – Native Language influence detection Project 5 

2014 £523,607  ESRC Assuming Identities Online 

2014 £30,000  UK Government NLID4 – Native Language Influence Detection Project 4 

2014 £13,000  WMP Prioritising Online Investigations 

2013 £230,000  EU MC Fellowship Linguistic Aspects of Pro Se Litigation 

2013 £13,682  DHCSTC Persuasion online 

2012 £96,562  ESRC QMI - Quantitative Research Methods in Linguistics 

2012 £60,000  UK Government NLID3 – Native Language Influence Detection Project 3 

2012 £25,000  DSTL Modelling online identities 

2011 £23,250  DSTL Authorship Analysis of Short Form Messages 

2010 £15,000  UK Government NLID2+ – Native Language Influence Detection Project 2+ 

2009 £67,500  UK Government NLID2 – Native Language Influence Detection Project 2 

2008 £20,340  QINETIQ Identifying an author´s native language 

2008 £14,000  QINETIQ Authorship analysis for counter terrorism 

 £11,460,434 Career research grant income 
 



 
IMPACT AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
The Centre for Forensic Linguistics was founded in 2008 as a collaborative enterprise by Professor Malcolm 
Coulthard, Dr Krzysztof Kredens and myself.  It was the first centre of its type in the world. In 2019 the Centre for 
Forensic Linguistics, under my directorship, received £5.4M from Research England E3 funding for a significant 
transformation into the Aston Institute for Forensic Linguistics. 

The Centre for Forensic Linguistics was set up to combine teaching, research and practical casework, with each of 
these three core activities re-enforcing the strength of the other. The research develops methods and 
understandings and has a focus on practical application, the casework naturally tests and extends these methods 
and both research and casework feed into the student experience which is like none other in the world. It is this 
combination that has led to the significant research impact, public engagement and knowledge exchange 
creating the Institute that leads both academically and practically in improving the delivery of justice. 

I have provided advice in investigations and written expert witness reports for private individuals, businesses and 
other organisations including UK and overseas police forces and agencies, through approximately 250 expert 
witness reports, and about 30 court appearances as expert witness. This consultancy has largely involved the 
analysis of abusive and threatening communications in many different contexts including investigations into sexual 
assault, murder and terrorism. It has also included work in the civil legal context, contributing evidence to industrial 
tribunals, cases of copyright infringement and academic plagiarism. 

Perhaps my most significant criminal cases have been contributing to the investigation that led to the prosecution 
of Matthew Folder (R v Falder [2018] Birmingham Crown Court] for online sexual abuse crimes and for providing 
linguistic evidence in the prosecution of Dhiren Barot (R v Barot [2006] Woolwich Crown Court) for serious terrorist 
offences.  I also provided expert evidence in the Yukos Arbitration dispute within which The Hague Court of Appeal 
cited my evidence and in 2020 upheld the $50bn award against the Russian Federation, the largest arbitration 
award in history. 

I have developed and delivered specialist training in various areas including investigative interviewing and 
investigative and analytic techniques which have been delivered to UK and international policing, intelligence and 
security services. As just one part of this training portfolio I offer unique training in identity assumption for undercover 
online police officers – training that has now been delivered to the FBI, to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and 
via the UK College of Policing to CEPOL the European policing cooperation organisation.   

I have appeared on television and radio including BBC Crimewatch appeals, documentary shows about true 
crimes and forensic science, and BBC Radio 4 Word of Mouth; and I’ve been profiled in the online magazine The 
Atlantic. I regularly deliver talks to public audiences including through Skeptics in the Pub, Café Scientifique, Pint of 
Science, and ESRC Festivals; and to schools’ audiences including through the Speakers for Schools programme and 
through the eMag A-level English Language conferences. 

As a result of these activities I have been lead writer for REF Impact Case Studies in 2014 and 2021. After the 
respective REF results were published post hoc analysis by Aston University indicated that both of these were judged 
as highly likely to have been evaluated as four-star case studies by the REF panels. 

  



OUTPUTS 
 
WORKS SUBMITTED AND IN PRESS 
Newsome, H. & Grant T. (in press 2023) Developing a Resource Model of Power and Authority in Anonymous 

Online Criminal Interactions Language and Law/Linguagem e Direito 

Petyko, M., Busso, L., Atkins, S., Grant, T., Chiang, E., & Basu, N., (in press 2023) “This is an extortion note”: A 
rhetorical move analysis of discourse structure and genre in commercial extortion letters" Applied 
Linguistics 

Htait, A., Busso, L. & Grant T, (submitted 2023) Hierarchies of Power: Identifying Expertise in Anonymous Online 
Interactions conference paper submitted to the 22nd UK Workshop on Computational Intelligence 
UKCI22 

BOOKS AND MONOGRAPHS 
Grant, T. (2022) The Idea of Progress in Forensic Authorship Analysis Cambridge University Press 

Grant, T. and MacLeod, N. (2020) Language and Online Identities: The Undercover Policing of Internet Sexual 
Crime Cambridge: Cambridge University Press  

Grant, T., Clark, U., Reershemius, G., Pollard, D., Hayes, S., Plappert, G. (2017) Quantitative Research Methods for 
Linguists. A questions and answers approach for students.  Routledge 

Oxburgh, G.E., Myklebust, T., Grant, T. & Milne, R. (Eds) (2015) Communication in Investigative and Legal 
Contexts Integrated Approaches from Forensic Psychology, Linguistics and Law Enforcement. London: 
Wiley Blackwell. 

Bull, R., Cooke, C. A., Hatcher, R., Woodhams, J., & Grant, T. D. (2006). Criminal Psychology: A Beginners Guide. 
London: One World Publications. 

JOURNAL ARTICLES 
Petyko, M., Busso, L., Grant, T., Atkins, S. (2022) The Aston Forensic Linguistic Databank (FoLD) Language and 

Law/Linguagem e Direito 9 (1), 9-24 

Hunter, M., Grant, T.  Killer stance: An investigation of the relationship between attitudinal resources and 
psychological traits in the writings of four serial murderers Language and Law/Linguagem e Direito 9 (1) 
48-72 

Busso, L., Petyko, M., Atkins, S., & Grant, T. (2021). Operation Heron–Latent topic changes in an abusive letter 
series. Corpora. 17(2), 225–258. 

Morrison, G. S., Neumann, C., Geoghegan, P. H., Edmond, G., Grant, T., Ostrum, R. B., Roberts, P., Saks, M., 
Syndercombe Court, D., Thompson, W. C. & Zabell, S. (2021). Reply to Response to Vacuous standards–
subversion of the OSAC standards-development process. Forensic Science International: Synergy, 
100149. 

Kredens, K., Perkins, R., and Grant, T. (2019) Developing a framework for the explanation of interlingual features for 
native and other language influence detection. Language and Law/Linguagem e Direito 6, 2, 10-23 

Kloess, J. A., Woodhams, J., Whittle, H., Grant, T., & Hamilton-Giachritsis, C. E. (2019). The Challenges of Identifying 
and Classifying Child Sexual Abuse Material. Sexual Abuse, 31(2), 173–196. 

Hurt, M. & Grant T. (2019) Pledging to harm: a linguistic appraisal analysis of judgement comparing realized and 
non-realized violent fantasies Discourse and Society 30(2), 154-171. 

Chiang, E. & Grant, T.D. (2019) Deceptive identity performance: Offender moves and multiple personas in online 
child abuse conversations. Applied Linguistics. 40(4) 675-698. DOI:10.1093/applin/amy007 

Schneevogt, D, Chiang, E. & Grant, T.D. (2018) Do Perverted Justice chat logs contain examples of Overt 
Persuasion and Sexual Extortion?: A research note responding to Chiang and Grant 2017 and 
2018. Language and Law/Linguagem e Direito, 5(1), 97-102. 

Grant, TD & MacLeod, N. (2018) Resources and constraints in linguistic identity performance: a theory of 
authorship. Language and Law/Linguagem e Direito. 5(1), 80-96. 

Perkins, R.C. & Grant, T.D. (2018) Native Language Influence Detection for Forensic Authorship Analysis: Identifying 
L1 Persian Bloggers. International Journal of Speech, Language and the Law. 25(1) 1-20. 



Chiang, E. & Grant, T. (2017). Online grooming: moves and strategies. Language and Law / Linguagem e Direito, 
4(1), 103-141. 

Grant, T. (2017). Duppying yoots in a dog eat dog world, kmt. Determining the senses of slang terms for the Courts 
Semiotica. 216, 479-495. 

MacLeod, N. & Grant, T. (2016). “You have ruined this entire experiment … shall we stop talking now?” 
Orientations to the experimental setting as an interactional resource. Discourse, Context & Media, 14, 63-
70.  

Grant, T. & Macleod, N. (2016). Assuming Identities Online: Experimental Linguistics Applied to the Policing of 
Online Paedophile Activity. Applied linguistics, 37(1), 50-70.  

Nini, A. & Grant, T. (2013). Bridging the gap between stylistic and cognitive approaches to authorship analysis 
using Systemic Functional Linguistics and multidimensional analysis. International Journal of Speech 
Language and the Law, 20(2), 173-202.  

Grant, T. (2013). TXT4N6: Method, consistency and distinctiveness in the forensic authorship analysis of text 
messages. Journal of law and policy, 21, 468-494.  

O’Mahony, B. M., Milne, B. & Grant, T. (2012). To challenge, or not to challenge? Best practice when interviewing 
vulnerable suspects. Policing, 6(3), 301-313.  

Oxburgh, G.E., Myklebust, T. & Grant, T. (2010). The question of question types in police interviews: a review of the 
literature from a psychological and linguistic perspective.  The International Journal of Speech Language 
and Law ,17(1), 45-66 doi:10.1558/ijsll.v17i1.45.  

Hammond, J. C., Bond, J. W. & Grant, T. (2009). The Effects of Substance Use on Offender Crime Scene Behavior. 
Journal of Forensic Science, 54(2), 376-381. 

Norton, R. & Grant, T. (2008). Rape myth in true and false allegations of rape. Psychology Crime and Law, 13(3), 1-
30. (Impact Factor 1.3) 

Tonkin, M., Grant, T. & Bond, J. W. (2008). To Link or Not to Link: A Test of the Case Linkage Principles Using Serial 
Car Theft Data. Journal of Investigative Psychology and Offender Profiling, 5(1-2), 58-77.  

Woodhams, J., Grant, T. D. & Price, A. R. G. (2007). From marine ecology to crime analysis: Improving the 
detection of serial sexual offences using a taxonomic similarity measure. The Journal of Investigative 
Psychology and Offender Profiling, 4, 17-27.  

Grant, T. (2007). Quantifying evidence for forensic authorship analysis Speech Language and the Law. The 
International Journal of Forensic Linguistics, 14(1).  

Sheridan, L. P. & Grant, T. (2007). Is cyberstalking different? Psychology, Crime & Law, 13(6), 627-640.  

Westerberg, K., Grant, T. & Bond, J. W. (2007). Triangulation mobility of auto-theft offenders. Journal of 
Investigative psychology and offender Profiling, 4, 109-120.  

Woodhams, J., Gillett, R. & Grant, T. D. (2007). Understanding the factors that affect the severity of juvenile 
stranger sex offenses. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 22(2), 218-237.  

Woodhams, J. & Grant, T. D. (2006). Developing a categorisation system for rapists' speech. Psychology, Crime, & 
Law, 12(3), 245-260.  

Boyd, E. & Grant, T. D. (2005). Is gender a factor in perceived prison officer competence? Male prisoners. Criminal 
Behaviour and Mental Health, 15(1), 65.  

Grant, T.D. & Dajee, K. (2003). Types of task, types of audience, types of actor: interactions between mere 
presence and personality type in a simple mathematical task. Personality and Individual Differences, 35, 
633-639. 

Grant, T.D. & Baker, K. L. (2001). Identifying reliable, valid markers of authorship: a response to Chaski. Forensic 
Linguistics: The International Journal of Speech Language and the Law, 8, 66 - 79. 

RESEARCH REPORTS 
I have written more than 30 research reports on the basis of classified research projects for the UK government.    



BOOK CHAPTERS 
MacLeod, N., & Grant, T. (2021). Assuming Identities Online: How Linguistics Is Helping the Policing of Online 

Grooming and the Distribution of Abusive Images. In T. Owen and J. Marshall Rethinking Cybercrime (87-
104). Palgrave Macmillan. 

Oxburgh, G.E., Myklebust, T., Grant, T. & Milne, R. (2015). Communication in investigative and legal settings: 
Introduction and contexts. In G.E. Oxburgh, T. Myklebust, T. Grant & R. Milne (Eds), Communication in 
Investigative and Legal Contexts Integrated Approaches from Forensic Psychology, Linguistics and Law 
Enforcement. London: Wiley Blackwell. 

Grant, T., Taylor, J., Oxburgh, G. E. & Myklebust, T. (2015). Exploring types and functions of questions in police 
interviews. In G.E. Oxburgh, T. Myklebust, T. Grant & R. Milne (Eds), Communication in Investigative and 
Legal Contexts Integrated Approaches from Forensic Psychology, Linguistics and Law Enforcement. 
London: Wiley Blackwell. 

Ost, J., Scoboria, A., Grant, T. & Pankhurst, G. (2015). Recall, Verbatim memory and remembered narratives. In 
G.E. Oxburgh, T. Myklebust, T. Grant & R. Milne (Eds), Communication in Investigative and Legal 
Contexts Integrated Approaches from Forensic Psychology, Linguistics and Law Enforcement. London: 
Wiley Blackwell. 

Oxburgh, G.E., Myklebust, T., Grant, T. & Milne, R. (2015). Communication in forensic contexts: Future directions 
and conclusions. In G.E. Oxburgh, T. Myklebust, T. Grant, and R. Milne (Eds), Communication in 
Investigative and Legal Contexts Integrated Approaches from Forensic Psychology, Linguistics and Law 
Enforcement. London: Wiley Blackwell. 

Grant, T. & Spaul, K. (2015) Felicitous Consent. In L. Solan, Speaking of Language and Law. Oxford: OUP. 

Perkins, R. & Grant, T. D. (2013). Forensic linguistics. In J.A. Siegel & P.J. Saukko (Eds.), Encyclopaedia of forensic 
sciences. 2nd ed. London: Academic Press. 

Coulthard, R. M., Grant, T. D. & Kredens, K. (2010). Forensic linguistics. In Sage Handbook of Sociolinguistics. 
London: Sage. 

Grant, T. (2010). TXT 4N6: Idiolect free authorship analysis? In M. Coulthard & A. Johnson (Eds.), The Routledge 
Handbook of Forensic Linguistics. London: Routledge. 

Grant, T. D. (2008). Approaching questions in forensic authorship analysis. In J. Gibbons & M. T. Turell (Eds.), 
Dimensions of Forensic Linguistics. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

Grant, T. D. (2006). Forensic linguistics. In R. Bull (Ed.), Beginners guide to forensic psychology. London: One 
World Publications. 

Grant, T. D. & Woodhams, J. (2007). Rape as social interaction: An application of investigative linguistics. In J. 
Cotterill (Ed.), The Language of Sexual Crimes. Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave. 

Grant, T. D. (2006). Identifying the origins of evidential texts. In A. Heaton-Armstrong, E. Shepherd, G. H. 
Gudjonsson & D. Wolchover (Eds.), Witness Testimony Psychological, Investigative and Evidential 
Perspectives. Oxford: OUP. 

 
PUBLISHED REVIEWED CONFERENCE PAPERS 
Grant, T., Macleod, N. (2013). From authorship analysis to authorship synthesis: Providing analysis and training for 

linguistic identity disguise. Paper presented at International Association of Forensic Linguists (IAFL), 
Biennial Conference 2013, Mexico City, Mexico. 

Tomblin, S., MacLeod, N., Sousa-Silva, R., Coulthard, M. & Nini, A. (2011). Paper presented at The International 
Association of Forensic Linguists, Tenth Biennial Conference, Birmingham, UK. 

Macleod, N. and Grant, T. (2012). Whose Tweet? Authorship analysis of micro-blogs and other short-form 
messages. In S. Tomblin, N. MacLeod, R. Sousa-Silva & M. Coulthard (Eds), Proceedings of the 
International Association of Forensic Linguists’ tenth biennial conference. Aston University, United 
Kingdom. 

Silva, R. S., Laboreiro, G., Sarmento, L., Grant, T., Oliveira, E. & Maia, B. (2011). ‘twazn me!!!’’: Automatic 
authorship analysis of micro-blogging messages. In Natural Language Processing and Information 
Systems . Berlin Heidelberg: Springer. 



Sousa-Silva, R., Grant, T. & Maia, B (2010). ‘I didn’t mean to steal someone else’s words!’: A Forensic Linguistic 
Approach to Detecting Intentional Plagiarism. Paper presented at 4th International Plagiarism 
Conference, Newcastle, UK. 

Sousa-Silva, R., Sarmento, L., Grant, T., Oliveira, E. & Maia, B. (2010). Comparing sentence-level features for 
authorship analysis in Portuguese. In Computational Processing of the Portuguese Language (pp. 51-54). 
Berlin Heidelberg: Springer. 

Sousa-Silva, R., Maia, B., & Grant, T. D. (2009). When News becomes a Forensic Issue. In International Association of 
Forensic Linguists: 9th  International Association of Forensic Linguists Birmingham,. UK 

 
 
PHDS THESES SUPERVISED TO COMPLETION 
 
Madison Hunter (2023) Violent Ideologies: An Investigation Of The Relationship Between Linguistic Evaluative 
Patterns And Psychopathology In Three Types Of Violent Offender 

Fiona Kelcher (2023) Character’s consistency across different writers in dramatic scripts – The Archers.  

Andrew Reczek (2023) Forensic Applications of Appraisal Theory and Genre to Threatening and Malicious 
Language MPhil 

Juliane Ford (2021) Gender Disguise and Linguistic Identity Performance in Online Writings: Production, Perception, 
and Forensic Applications. 

Marlon Hurt (2021) Pledging to Harm: A Linguistic Analysis of Violent Intent in Threatening Language 

Emily Chiang (2019) Rhetorical moves and Identity Performance in Online Child-Sexual Abuse Interactions. 

Hülya Kocagül (2019) Social Media authorship analysis in Turkish. 

Andrea Nini (2015) Authorship profiling in a forensic context submitted. 

Ria Perkins (2014) Linguistic Identifiers of L1 Persian Speakers writing in English: NLID authorship analysis 

Rui Sousa Silva (2013) Detecting Plagiarism in the Forensic Linguistics Turn  

Isabel Picornell (2013)  Cues to deception in a textual narrative context: lying in written witness statements  

Sam Tomblin (2013) To cut a long story short: an analysis of formulaic sequences in short written narratives and 
their potential as markers of authorship  

CURRENT PHD PROJECTS AS MAIN SUPERVISOR 
 
Amy Booth (Due for submission Sept 2023) Linguistic and sociological careers through a White Nationalist Forum  
 


